
 

 
 

Subcontracting Trade Fair: Innovations as a means to boost sluggish 
exports 
 

The Subcontracting Trade Fair held in Tampere on 27–29 September seeks solutions from new 
innovations and international guests in order to boost sluggish exports. Among the more than 1,000 
exhibitors, there are as much as 200 new companies compared to the previous year, and a hundred 
of Russian companies are expected to attend the Russian-Finnish Partneriat to establish permanent 
business relationships. AlihankintaHEAT, a startup event to inspire innovations and bring together 
industrial companies and startups, will also be arranged in connection with the fair. 
 

“Help and solutions to remedy the depressed state of exports are now sought from new innovations. The 
development of the new calls for new thinking and that cannot always be found from inside the factory or 
office walls. What are needed are encounters between different kinds of people who also think differently; at 
the fair, there will be plenty of opportunities for that. New this year at the Subcontracting Trade Fair are the 
Russian-Finnish Partneriat, the collaboration with Sandvik, programme that addresses the themes of 
digitalisation and Lean management, the Brella networking service that has been fine-tuned since the 
previous year and the AlihankintaHEAT startup event. All this will be flavoured with 1,000 exhibitors from 20 
different countries, about 200 of which are new companies compared to the previous year,” says Jani Maja, 
Product Group Manager of Tampere Trade Fairs Ltd. 
 

Solution enablers for digitalisation strengthen the competitive edge; succinct speeches to be 
expected at the stage  
 

The Subcontracting Trade Fair will address the digitalisation theme at the E hall, where a block consisting of 
six digitalisation enablers for the industry will be set up. The methods and services applied by corporations 
have enabled shorter process lead times, changes to the companies’ operating practices and significant 
improvements in the optimisation of the company’s production, management by information and competitive 
edge, among other things. The trade fair also features new kind of programme content with short and 
succinct speeches and interviews on a variety of topics given every day on the Subcontracting stage. Apt 
content can at least be expected from Toyota, Lean Lion, Jakamo and the companies rewarded as the main 
contractor and subcontractor of the year. 
 

AlihankintaHEAT wishes to change the direction by offering solutions, new points of view and 
networks 
 

The new AlihankintaHEAT event held on 28 September brings together industrial companies, agile startups 
as well as experts and decision-makers who are interested in a positive change of direction in the 
manufacturing industry.  
 

“AlihankintaHEAT seeks to combine demand, supply and cross-sectoral competence with the right people 
and, through joint efforts, to build tangible growth opportunities for industrial companies and startups. The 
invited 20 startups will already convene on 26–27 September at the HeatCamp to resolve in teams the 
challenges given by large corporations and to brainstorm new solutions and business models. The solution 
concepts will then be pitched on Wednesday in AlihankintaHEAT, with inspiring presentations heard and new 
networks established there as well. This hot novelty accompanying the Subcontracting Trade Fair has 
already attracted a lot of interest, so there is clear demand for the event. Agile industry-focused startups are 
advised to contact us soon if they are interested in attending the HEAT event, because we will make the 
selections next week,” says Tanja Järvensivu, Event and Communications Manager of Finland Events.   
 

The event will be jointly arranged by the Finland Events unit of Tampere Trade Fairs Ltd and Rapid Action 
Group Ltd (RAG). 

 

Partneriat expected to attract 100 Russian companies – targeting permanent relationships 
  

Held in Tampere during the Subcontracting Trade Fair on 26–28 September, the purpose of the Partneriat is 
to increase collaboration between Finnish and Russian SMEs. Arranged in Russia for several years already, 
this platform serving as a meeting place for SMEs and business life was taken abroad last autumn when the 
event was held in Turku. Now they wanted to take the event to Tampere so as to have it held concurrently 
with the Subcontracting Trade Fair. 
 

“As the Subcontracting Trade Fair is already known in Russia, they wanted to have the Partneriat held in 
Tampere in connection with the Subcontracting Trade Fair, because it as an excellent platform for an event 
of this kind. Even though digitalisation is not only on the trade fair’s but also on the Partneriat’s agenda, in-
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person meetings are of crucial significance when engaging in commerce with Russians when it comes to 
establishing trusting, fruitful and permanent business relations,” explains Satu Vuorinen, Director of 
International Affairs, City of Tampere. Read more at: www.partneriat.com 
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