
 

 
Skills are key – Finnish design also attracts young people 
 

Skill is the main factor at the Finnish Craft & Design 2016 fair, where young people are encouraged to 
become entrepreneurs and all eyes are on Finnish clothing design and trendy recycled design. The 
Finnish Craft & Design fair, being held for the 21st time at the Tampere Exhibition and Sports Centre 
on 18–20 November 2016, is the most exciting event of the year for hundreds of handicraft 
entrepreneurs, thousands of professionals and hobbyists in the field, and all those interested in 
Finnish design products. During the fair, the Taito-Finlandia, Vuoden Artesaani 2016 (Artisan of the 
Year) and Suomen Kädentaidot Uutuustuote 2016 (New Product of the Year) award winners will be 
announced. The fair is hosted by fashion editor Sami Sykkö. 
 

"It has been a pleasure to see how young people have been able to find this fair. Year by year, more and 
more young people visit the fair, which is a clear indicator that young people have also started to value 
Finnish products and feel the attraction of handicrafts. We want to encourage young people to participate, 
become entrepreneurs and adopt a DIY attitude. This is why the fair has, for example,  an interesting 
exhibition by clothing and footwear designers from Häme University of Applied Sciences and a separate 
PopUp area, where young 4H entrepreneurs showcase their innovative products. Once again, the diverse 
weekend is full of inspiring moments and new products for young people as well as more experienced fair 
visitors", says Mervi Oksanen, Project Manager of the Finnish Craft & Design Fair. 
 

Taitokatu grows bigger – exhibitions showcase leather and dolls 

 

Taitokatu (“Skill Street”), which is already a familiar sight from the previous year, will become bigger this 
year, and, in addition to the 11 regional Taito associations, a Taito stage coordinated by the Taito Group will 
also be set up. Letit, nutturat & neidot (Braids, Buns and Beauties) exhibition of dolls showcases the detailed 
dolls made by Annariikka Qvist, who has also created the gorgeous wig made of yarn that features on the 
promotional material for the Finnish Craft & Design fair. SQIN from Modus, the Pirkanmaa fashion and 
applied art association, highlights leather as a material and MUSTA tuntuu! , an exhibition of gifts, presents 
gift products with the colour black, which are available for purchase at the various stands. Works and 
winning pieces from many different handicraft competitions receive awards and are showcased at the fair. 
 

Taito-Finlandia prize, awarded for the fifth time, celebrates handicraft and design culture  

 

The annual Taito-Finlandia prize announced at the Finnish Craft & Design fair is an honorary award for the 
handicrafts and applied arts industry that honours notable trends or professionals promoting arts and crafts 
culture and increasing the recognition of the industry. The winner will receive a prize of €5,000 and a glass 
sculpture by Oiva Toikka, specially designed for Taito-Finlandia. Previously, the prize has been awarded to 
Ruokangas Guitars Oy (2012), selected by design critic Kaj Kalin, the tile company Hattulan Kaakelitehdas 
Oy (2013), selected by clothing designer Paola Suhonen, the weaving mill Lapuan Kankurit (2014), selected 
by designers Aamu Song and Johan Olin, and Sarpaneva Watches / Stepan Sarpaneva (2015), selected 
by designer Harri Koskinen. The person selecting this year's Taito-Finlandia winner will be announced in 
October. 
 
Antique Autumn honours the old and promotes collecting as a hobby 
 

The antiques and collectibles fair, Antique Autumn, will take place during the Finnish Craft & Design fair, in 
hall D at the Tampere Exhibition and Sports Centre. The more than 70 exhibitors of this event, being held for 
the 49th time, comprise both individual collectors and second-hand shops. 
 

The Finnish Craft & Design fair is the largest handicrafts and applied arts industry fair in Europe, which 
brings over 600 exhibitors and around 40,000 visitors to Tampere annually. The Finnish Craft & Design fair is 
hosted by Tampere Trade Fairs and Taito Pirkanmaa ry. The Antique Autumn is implemented by Tampere 
Trade Fairs.  
 

Finnish Craft & Design and Antique Autumn fairs, 18–20 November 2016, Tampere Exhibition and Sports Centre 
(halls A, C, D and E). Open: Friday between 10 am and 6 pm, Saturday between 9 am and 5 pm, Sunday between 
10 am and 5 pm. Tickets on the door: three-day ticket €20, day ticket €12 for Friday and Sunday and €14 for 
Saturday. The ticket grants entrance to both fairs on the same day. 
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MORE INFORMATION: www.kadentaidot.fi, Social media: Facebook: facebook.com/Kadentaidot, Twitter: 
@TampereenMessut, Instagram: @suomenkadentaidot, #Kädentaidot #Keräily 
Tampere Trade Fairs, www.tampereenmessut.fi, firstname.lastname@tampereenmessut.fi 
www.facebook.com/tampereenmessut, @TampereenMessut 
Mervi Oksanen, Product Group Director, tel. +358(0) 400 760 877, @OksanenMervi 
Tanja Järvensivu, Event and Communications Manager, tel. +358(0) 50 536 8133, @TanjaJarvensivu 
Jenna Antila, Communications Officer, tel. +358(0) 40 172 1188, @Jenna_messuaa 


